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2 Executive summary

This TechnicalReport was prepared within the framework of Action 83 of the
CYCLADHRSFHLIFE2 NATGRO000688)project Its aim is to providgustification for
the creation of a Wildlife Refuge in the marine area around the island of Gyaros,
according to the relevant national and European environmental legislation. When
preparing the report, all scientific information collected prior to this jpod were
considered, as well as all the scientific data collected during Actions Al and A2.

Gyaros is a middisized, uninhabited island in the northern Cyclades. It is 18 km
large and has a coastline of approximately 37 km. It is located almost initithemn

of a circular marine area with a radius of 25 km, including the islands Kea, Evia,
Andros, Tinos, Syros and Kithnos.

According to the available scientific information the marine area around the island of
Gyaros is of great ecological importance dsots a number of species and habitats

of particular ecological importance for the conservation of biodiversity in the
Mediterranean Sea. More specifically:

5) The island of Gyaros is an important area for the conservation of the critically
endangered Mederranean monk seal (the rarest seal on Earth). The island has a
number of suitable resting and pupping areas as well as suitable areas for foraging.
As a result, a number of monk seals call the island of Gyaros home: approximately
14% of the estimated mimum world population and27.2% of the respective
population in Greece.

w) The marine area around the island of Gyaros includes a number of priority habitat
types, such as Posidonia beds (1t Z2osidonia oceanica) and reefs (Natura habitat
type 1170¢ Biocenosis of sub littoral algae and Coralligenous), which constitute a
foraging and breeding ground for a number of important marine bird life, such as the
Yelkouan shearwater

The aforementioned facts solidly justify the designation of the area as a marine
Wildlife Refuge; this is in line with the spirit of the Habitat Directive 92/43 and
especially with articleg(1), 12(1) and 12(3).

The mainConservation Objectivesf this particular Wildlife Refuge are:

1 The protection of the local Mediterranean moskal population and particularly
the preservation of the current pupping rates as these have been established
during the longstanding population monitoring projects that have been carried
out so far.

2 Preservation and protection of critical breeding andalging habitat of the
Yelkouan shearwater.
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3 Preservation and protection of the Posidonia belat{rapriority habitat 1120).

4 Preservation and protection of the reefdldtura priority habitat type 1170¢
Biocenosis of sub littoral algae and Coralligenous

5 Protection of the local fish stocks.

The proposed boundaries of the Gyaros Wildlife Refuge are:

i3) An area of three nautical miles from the coast of the island of Gyaros.

B) This area includes also all the terrestrial areas that are defined by the maximum
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